NEWS RELEASE - TORNADO DAYS
Twenty Five years ago this Saturday, June 6, a devastating Tornado attacked the town of Limon, Colorado like a vicious enemy force. Still photos remind one of the images of a community ravaged by war. As the sun rose the morning of June 7,1990 stunned residents, and interested spectators wandered the streets in disbelief. Families dug through the rubbish that was once their homes. Business owners assessed the damage..... total or partial. There were hugs and tears and disbelief. 
In the months that followed the strength of a community arose. At the very hint of doubt a stronger resolve took hold. Not only would Limon rebuild but it would be better than before. With the help of many outside agencies and volunteers the process continued. 
Twenty five years later the wound is as real to some as the day it happened. The symptoms of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder are evident. Overwhelming sadness, grief, and an inability to talk about the time. For those of us who were not so directly effected by the tragedy it is a time to remember with reverence the losses that were experienced by so many and to celebrate the strength and accomplishments of this community. To applaud those hardy pioneers who set out to not only rebuild but to build even better.

This Weekend's Tornado Days event has a three-fold mission. First to recall the damage and destruction of that fateful evening, second to acknowledge the recovery and rebuilding efforts, and third to celebrate the present day Town of Limon. The kickoff event will be a reception and debut of the documentary “The Winds of Change: Remembering Limon’s Tornado Disaster of 1990” at 7 pm, Friday June 5 at the Lincoln Theatre. Gary Stacy of Imagery Enlightened - Telling Your Story, has been in town off and on for the last several weeks compiling interviews and photos for this commemorative work. The film "Twister" will follow.  Waddell and Reed and Peak Vista are sponsoring the making of the documentary, Eastern Colorado Veterinarian Services and Limon Chrysler are providing funding to make the event admission free. Concessions will be available. The Limon Chamber of Commerce invites everyone to join us for this evening of memory sharing. 
On Saturday June 6 the Limon Heritage Museum will exhibit photos, scrapbooks, and other memorabilia. A walking tour can be taken through the downtown area with before and after pictures on display of the effected businesses and homes, the cemetery and mobile home park. Chris Spears a meteorologist with News 4 will be on hand with their mobile weather van. He will share information about their weather tracking systems.
To celebrate Limon Now a festival is being held in the Heritage Railroad Park located behind the Civic Center on 1st Street between 10am and 4pm. The Limon Chamber is hosting FREE Carnival Games, Inflatable Houses, Slides, Obstacle Courses, a Play Center for preschoolers, a Petting Zoo, and Dunk Tank.

As a benefit for Relay for Life a 5k Fun Run/Walk will begin at 8am at the Town Hall. Sponsors for this event are Eastern Colorado Bank, Peak Vista, Hoffman Drug, and Limon Stop and Shop.
An Art and Craft Festival and Vendor Fair will run from 10am to 4pm. Among those expected to be on hand are Sassy Country Gifts, Vivacious By Vic Jewelry and Jamberry Nail Wraps, Custom Engraving by Ritchey's Creations, Beadtastic Treasures with Beaded Jewelry and Burlap Wreaths, Mary Respecki will display kitchen towels, Crystal Metcalf of Green Butterfly will provided hand crafted signs and more, Misty Krebs will join the event with painted American Flag pallets, Jen Ma Char Goat Milk Products, Heavenly Gemstones will bring handbags, watches, scarves, belts, and jewelry, Steven and Laura Benson will be on hand with Papi's Honey Bees, Honey and related products, The Meis will bring Handcrafted Rustic Furniture "From Under the Bark" and Plexis Slim and Boost Products, Teresa Becker will be available with Tupperware and Lincoln Community Home Health and Hospice will sell candles and promote their "Incredible History Race" that is Scheduled for July 4. 
A Horse Shoe Tournament will begin at 1:00pm followed by a 12 noon registration.

The Limon Rotary will provide a Beer Garden, The Knights of Columbus will serve Hot Dogs and Hamburgers, Jay Spurling will be on hand with his "Train Smoker, and All of it Catering will delight attendees with their unbelievable cuisine. 
The day will end with the second FREE showing of the Tornado Documentary and Twister movie at the Lincoln Theatre at 5pm.

The Limon Chamber of Commerce invites everyone near and far to join us as we celebrate our past and present. Inquiries can be directed to Donna Metcalf at (719) 760-0449.

